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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
GVSU has record enrollment, managed growth 
University officials announced another record 
enrollment for fall 2007. 
Total enrollment stands at 23,464 - up less 
than 1 percent (.7) from last fall. This is the 
25th year in a row that Grand Valley enrolled 
more students than the year before. 
This fall's best-ever freshman class has an 
average GPA of 3.57 and an average ACT 
score of 24.21 , which likely ensures Grand 
Valley 's freshman class will be in the upper 
quartile of Michigan 's public universities , as 
last year's class was. 
University officials said while enrollment is 
up , it is up only slightly by design. Grand 
Valley limited its new freshman class to 3,528 
to manage growth and avoid significant addi-
tional expense. Nearly 900 qualified freshman 
applicants for fall 2007 were turned away. 
Last fall, Grand Valley admitted 3,632 new 
freshman. 
"We think the enrollment number is right 
for now," said Lynn Blue, vice provost and 
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Library staff members at the reference desk 
help a student in Zumberge Library A Web-
based survey, conducted through October, 
will gauge user's opinions. 
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For 25 straight years, Grand Valley has 
enrolled more students than the year before. 
Enrollment now stands at 23,464. 
dean of Academic Services and Information 
Technology. "We want to keep our class sizes 
small, our faculty attention personal , and we 
need to balance our facilities with our cur-
rent enrollment numbers . In recent years, we 
grew faster than we built, a situation we 're 
now addressing with four major construction 
projects." 
It's not only physical space that is challenging 
the university. Grand Valley receives the low-
est funding per student of any public universi-
ty in Michigan and had its state appropriation 
cut by $2.3 million in the current fiscal year. 
More than 3,000 students presently enrolled at 
Grand Valley are not recognized by the state 
for funding purposes. 
"If the state isn 't going to count additional stu-
dents in our appropriation, then Grand Valley's 
enrollment will likely remain about the size it 
is today," said President Thomas J . Haas. "We 
do our part in controlling costs. In the past six 
years , changes in our cost of operation per stu-
dent matched inflation. Our tuition rate places 
us 13th among Michigan 's 15 campuses, and 
we have been named one of the country's "100 
Best College Buys." 
···--------------------------
Library to conduct 
service survey 
To help University Libraries faculty and staff 
members continue to provide quality service, a 
Web-based survey will be conducted through 
October to gauge opinions of users . 
Lee Van Orsdel, dean of University Libraries, 
said that LibQUAL, a total market survey, 
will be used to solicit, track, understand and 
respond to user 's opinions of service quality. 
The survey will begin October 1; all faculty 
and staff members, and a representation sam-
ple of students, will receive an e-mail invita-
tion with a link to the survey later this month . 
Van Orsdel encourages faculty and staff to 
complete the 10-15 minute survey, even if they 
are not frequent library users . 
"Without asking people how we ' re doing, we 
lack hard data to tell us where we are succeed-
ing and where we might be failing," she said. 
Results from the survey should be compiled by 
January. LibQUAL services are offered by the 
Association of Research Libraries to academic 
libraries. The comprehensive survey will also 
provide Van Orsdel and others assessment 
information from peer institutions, identify 
best practices in library service and provide 
analytical services for data interpretation . 
Survey participants may opt to be entered 
into a random drawing for 18 prizes , includ-
ing Apple products, electronic gaming systems 
and gift cards. Questions about the survey 
can be directed to Debbie Morrow, library 
administrative services, at x12618 or mor-
rowd@gvsu.edu. 
Across Campus continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
Visiting scholars gather at reception Africa and the United States . He has held recitals in Chicago, Atlanta, San 
Antonio, Washington, D.C., and elsewhere. 
·! 
"What an incredible talent and gift Avi Reichert is to Grand Valley," Haas 
said. "We have been fortunate to showcase his talents at campus and com-
munity events and want to allow him more time and opportunities to share 
his abilities as a performer. Avi, in his new role as University Artist-in-
Residence, is another marker of Grand Valley's ascent in prestige." 
Reichert, in recognition of his passion to perform, resigned his position as 
an associate professor of music and accepted this three-year appointment 
as artist-in-residence. 
Photo courtesy of Padnos International Center 
Provost Gayle R. Davis welcomes visiting scholars at a reception spon-
sored by the Padnos International Center in the De Vos Center September 
20. Pictured are (back row, left to right) faculty hosts Al Steinman, 
Michael Chue and Paul Stansbie, Davis, Tomasz Kafel (from Poland) and 
Mark Schaub, PIC executive director; (front row, left to right) Zheng 
Shifeng (China), Lili Mao (China), Joanna Dziadkowiec (Poland) and 
Marek Dabroski (Poland). Not pictured are Fawzi Abbas (Iraq) and Li 
Xiuling (China). 
Reichert will perform when the World Affairs Council brings former 
Secretary of State James Baker to De Vos Place in Grand Rapids October 
8, at "Feeding the Soul of the City" at St. Paul's Episcopal Church in 
Muskegon on September 25, and as the featured Gala Artist in Detroit at 
the October Michigan Music Teacher Association conference. 
UW campaign captains undergo training 
Last week, groups of Grand Valley faculty and staff members gathered 
in Allendale and Grand Rapids to learn more about United Way. They're 
among the more than 100 captains leading the team effort of Grand 
Valley's annual United Way campaign - a group lauded by campaign co-
chair Jon Jellema. Accomplished pianist 
takes new role as artist-in-residence 
President Thomas J. Haas has announced that internationally acclaimed 
pianist Aviram Reichert will move from a faculty position to a newly cre-
ated 12-month position as University Artist-in-Residence . 
"There seems to be a lot of excitement, energy and experience in this 
group," Jellema said. Grand Valley 's United Way campaign will begin 
October 1 and run for two weeks. 
Originally from Israel , Reichert joined Grand Valley 's faculty in 2001. He 
won the Bronze Medal at the Van Cliburn International Piano Competition 
in 1997. Reichert has also won international competitions in France, 
Germany and Japan. He has performed with symphonies around the world 
and has played with orchestras in Japan, Dominican Republic, South 
The captains are responsible for distributing campaign materials and 
answering questions in their own departments . Slightly less than half of 
Grand Valley employees typically give, and this year's goal is to surpass 
that 50 percent mark. But the campaign chairs stressed that people should 
continues on page 2 
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office. The submis-
sion deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publi-
cation items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221. 
Fax: 616-331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
News and Information Services Staff: 
Mary Eilleen Lyon, assistant vice president 
Sherry Bouwman , NIS assistant 
Dottie Barnes, communications specialist 
Brian J. Bowe, communications specialist 
Michele Coffill, communications specialist 
Mary Isca Pirkola, communications specialist 
Bernadine Carey Tucker, photography manager 
Elizabeth Lienau , photography coordinator 
Matt Marn, student writer 
Other publications by the News and 
Information Services Office include: 
GVNOW 
To see video features and daily campus 
news , visit Grand Valley 's online publication, 
GVNow, at www.gvsu .edu/gvnow 
GRAND VALLEY!l 
Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly 
for the university community. Visit its Web 
site at www.gvsu .edu/gvmagazine. 
Grand Valley State University is an 
affirmative action/equal opportunity institution. 
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GVFaces 
Marianne Fischer 
office coordinator, ARC 
Marianne Fischer, office coordinator for the Advising 
Resource Center, is preparing to coordinate a course 
for staff and faculty members. "Voluntary Simplicity" 
is about living more with less, from making your 
money count to just living a simpler life. 
"Each week, everyone reads a chapter in the book 
and takes turns facilitating," she said. "Each person 
leads discussion for eight weeks. It's all about shared 
leadership . It's not that the facilitators teach you, it's 
that they help you talk about it." 
Fischer enjoys nature; the Grand Haven resident said 
she loves to be by the water. Her love for the envi-
ronment fits in well with the course she coordinates. 
Last year, she participated in another small group 
dialogue: Choices for Sustainable Living. "I really 
enjoyed my first course," she said. "There is a lot of 
interaction with others at Grand Valley. It 's an area 
of great interest for me. Continuing the discussions is 
going to be a great experience. 
"Sustainable living readings were really inspiring 
for me ," she said. "This isn't about teaching what's 
right, because what's right is different for everyone. 
Everyone can learn 
and grow from these 
courses." 
Fischer moved to the 
Advising Resource 
Center in July from the 
Records Department, 
where she worked for 
nearly five years. She 
said some things in the 
two offices are similar. 
"This has a lot more 
of the advising aspect 
Marianne Fischer 
rather than administrative," she said. "I have a lot 
more student interaction. This whole department is 
focused on getting the students the help they need, 
and helping them become aware of the different 
advising resources." 
Fischer said her department helps pre-major students, 
those with low GPAs or students who haven 't picked 
a major. She said the most challenging aspect of her 
new role is simply adapting to a new setting. 
"It's been a lot of fun working in this job," she said. 
'Tm really enjoying it." 
What's Ahead 
Support group 
for dads kicks off 
A popular support group for new fathers 
will begin its noon meetings on Thursday, 
September 27, in Lake Ontario Hall, room 167 . 
"What Daddies Do Best" is a Parents 
Connecting Series program, a collaborative 
effort by Work Life Connections, Women 's 
Center and Children's Enrichment Center. 
Fathers of kids of all ages are welcome to 
attend. Thursday's meeting will be facilitated by 
John DeBoer, from Campus Ministry. Pizza and 
beverages will be provided. For more informa-
tion, contact Sue Sloop at x18011 or sloops@ 
gvsu.edu. 
Award-winning filmmaker 
to visit campus 
Independent filmmaker Sarah Price will be in 
Grand Rapids to screen her new film and meet 
with GVSU students. 
Screenings of her new film, "Summer 
Camp!," will be held at the Urban Institute 
for Contemporary Arts at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
September 26, and Thursday, September 27 . 
Tickets are $2 for students and UlCA members 
Grand Valley updates 
Shakespeare's 'Cymbeline' 
When Shakespeare wrote the tragicomedy 
Cymbeline, he set it in the legendary period 
of Roman rule of Britain , a time of Britain's 
nation building. Director Ian Borden has set 
Grand Valley's production of "Cymbeline" 
during the American Civil War, a historic 
period of America's nation building. 
"While this time period might be more 
relevant to contemporary audiences , 
Shakespeare's focus is the same," Borden said. 
"It is a big, epic, rollicking adventure, a true 
romance of love lost and found." 
Borden is in his third year as a theater fac-
ulty member. As one of only 82 people in the 
nation certified by the Society of American 
Fight Directors, he is a stickler for accuracy in 
the choreography of the stage combat scenes. 
Across Campus 
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not feel coerced into giving. Another part of the 
goal is 100 percent participation, but that means 
that everybody is given the opportunity to give 
and returns a form - whether they give or not. 
"Grand Valley has a long-standing tradition of 
giving back to the community, and you'll see 
that our dollars make a huge difference," said 
campaign co-chair Marlene Kowalski-Braun . 
"It is tied to our mission of educating students 
and $5 for the general public. A Q&A ses-
sion with Price will be held after the Thursday 
screening. 
Allendale Campus events on Thursday include 
a presentation by Price from 2-4 p.m. in the 
Kirkhof Center, room 94, and an opportunity 
to meet Price from 4-5 p.m. in the Women's 
Center, Kirkhof Center, room 161. 
"Summer Camp!," is a humorous and moving 
documentary that follows the day-to-day drama 
of 90 kids at Swift Nature Camp in northern 
Wisconsin. Her visit is co-sponsored by the 
School of Communications, Women's Center 
and UlCA. For more information contact John 
Schmit at x13668 . 
Family Weekend 
will begin early 
The annual Family Weekend celebration, 
September 27-30, is not just for students to 
attend with their families, it is for the entire 
campus community. 
Events begin Thursday, September 27, with 
Family Fun Night , 5:30 p.m., in the Recreation 
Center. The African Connection, a cultural cel-
ebration for everything that is African, comes to 
the Kirkhof Center on Friday, September 28, at 
7:30 p.m. 
Cymbeline, 
played by guest 
professional actor 
Aaron Alpern, is 
the governor of 
Kansas . When 
his only daugh-
ter, Imogen, 
played by student 
Hannah Gaff, 
marries against 
his will, he 
banishes from 
the state her 
new husband, Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Posthumus, a Dustin Mason and Hannah 
gentleman from Gaff star in 'Cymbeline.' 
the North played 
by recent gradu-
ate Dustin Mason. Another two dozen actors 
join them in the production, including Roger 
Ellis (Morgan), a member of the theater fac-
ulty at Grand Valley. 
to shape their lives, their professions, and their 
societies. I view this as our way that we model 
for students our investment in the community." 
Jellema noted that the projects funded by United 
Way are reviewed annually, and that Heart of 
West Michigan United Way has been given a 
four-star rating by Charity Navigator. 
The captains then heard from Fritz Crabb , 
director of literacy initiatives for Heart of West 
Michigan United Way. Crabb coordinates the 
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The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences will 
sponsor "Lifelong Leaming with Faculty," aca-
demic presentations by CLAS faculty members 
from 10 a.m.-noon on Saturday, September 29 , 
in the Henry/Padnos Atrium. 
Saturday will begin with the SK run/walk, and 
continue with "Pancakes with Presidents" and 
other activities in the Kirkhof Center. For more 
information, visit www.gvsu.edu/familyweek-
end. 
Freud granddaughter 
to give presentation 
Sophie Freud, granddaughter of Sigmund Freud, 
will visit Grand Valley to talk about her life as 
a member of a famous family and read from her 
new book, Living in the Shadow of the Freud 
Family. 
She is professor emeritus of social work at 
Sirnrnons College in Boston. 
Her presentation is scheduled for Friday, 
September 28 , 10-11:30 a.m. , in the Kirkhof 
Center, Grand River Room. She will appear at 
Schuler Books and Music , 3165 Alpine NW, at 
7 p.m. that day. Event sponsors are the Liberal 
Studies Department, Women and Gender 
Studies Program, Women's Center and the 
Padnos International Center. 
Performances are at 7:30 p .m. September 28-
29 and October 4-6, with matinee performanc-
es at 2 p.m., September 29-30 and October 7. 
There will be sign language interpreters at the 
October 4 performance . 
All performances are in the Louis Armstrong 
Theatre in the Performing Arts Center. General 
admission tickets are $14; alumni, faculty, 
staff and seniors, $12; and all students are $6. 
Tickets are available in person at the LAT Box 
Office or with a fee through Startickets Plus. 
Shakespeare Scholar-in-Residence James 
Shapiro will give pre-show discussions at 6:45 
p.m., preceding the October 4 and 5 perfor-
mances. "Seven Weeks in Shakespeare 's Life ," 
is another free public presentation by Shapiro, 
October 5, from 3-5 p.m. in Kirkhof Center, 
room 204. Shapiro is the Larry Miller Profes-
sor of English and Comparative Literature at 
Columbia University and author of A Year in 
the Life of William Shakespeare: 1599. 
FACTS program, which pairs adult volunteers 
with elementary school children for one-on-one 
tutoring in reading. That program is being high-
lighted this year as part of United Way 's focus 
on literacy programs . 
"Our children cannot fail," Crabb said. "It is 
unconscionable. I live a mile outside of the 
borders of Grand Rapids, and in Forest Hills 97 
percent of students are meeting the MEAP stan-
dards . In Grand Rapids, it's only 68 percent." 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Mon., Sept. 24 
Noon: Work Life Connections Alzheimer's 
Support Group. 242 KC . Call x18011 for 
more information . 
Noon: History Colloquium: "To Bring Honor to 
My Village," by Brian Collier. 2016 MAK. 
Call xl3298 for more information. 
6 p.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month Film: 
"Brincando el Charco." CDC. Call x12177 for 
more information. 
Tues., Sept. 25 
1 p.m.: Human Research Review Dialogue: 
Research Regulations & Ethics Studies . 
215/216 KC. Call xl3197 for information . 
1 p.m.: Latin American Studies Lecture. 
"Society, Globalization, and Natural 
Resources in Latin America." CDC. Call 
x 18110 for more information. 
5 p .m.: Focus on the Family Exhibit. Open 
Concept Gallery, 50 Louis St. , Grand Rapids . 
Call 616-233-9722 for more information . 
Wed., Sept. 26 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 201 KC. Call 
x12233 for more information . 
Noon: Women's Center Her Story Series featur-
ing Liz Eubanks. 204 KC. Call x12748 for 
more information. 
Noon: Arts at Noon. Ames Piano Quartet. CDC. 
Call x13484 for more information . 
1 p.m.: Human Research Review Dialogue: 
Research Regulations & Ethics Studies . 
UClub Room, DEV. Call xl3197 for more 
information . 
6 p.m.: Master Class for Piano Students. 
Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall , PAC. 
Call xl3484 for more information. 
Thurs., Sept. 27 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters . UClub 
Room, DEV. Call x17337 for information . 
Noon: Work Life Connections Group. "What 
Daddies Do Best." 167 LOH. Call xl8011 for 
more information . 
5:30 p.m.: Family Fun Night. Recreation Center, 
FH. Call x12748 for more information. 
8 p.m.: Music by Meehan/Perkins Percussion 
Duo. 1325 PAC. Call x13484 for more infor-
mation . 
Fri., Sept. 28 
10 a.m.: Liberal Studies Department presents 
"Sophie Freud - Living in the Shadow of the 
Freud Family." 250 KC. Call xl3114 for more 
information. 
VENTS 
7:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival presents 
"Cymbeline." LAT, PAC. Call x13066 for 
more information. 
Sat., Sept. 29 
9:30 a.m.: Family Weekend Event . Pancakes 
with Presidents. KC. Call x12345 for more 
information. 
11 a .m.: Farmer 's Market. Parking Lot F. Call 
x18011 for more information . 
2 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival presents 
"Cymbeline." LAT, PAC. Call xl3066 for 
more information . 
7:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival presents 
"Cymbeline." LAT, PAC. Call xl3066 for 
more information. 
Sports 
Sat., Sept. 29 
Noon: Women's Soccer hosts University of 
Michigan-Dearborn. 
7 p.m.: Football hosts Wayne State University at 
Fifth Third Ballpark. 
---------------------------•••---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Sketches 
Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies staff 
members Gleaves Whitney and Brian Flanagan 
were appointed to the governor's Michigan 
Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Committee. 
John Stevenson , associate professor of physical 
therapy, and Paul Stephenson , associate profes-
sor of statistics, wrote articles , "Effects of Trust 
on Tee and Pitch Shots in Golf' and "Effect 
of Training for Trust in Putting Performance 
of Skilled Golfers: A Randomized Controlled 
Trial," published in Annual Review of Golf 
Coaching . 
William Crawley, associate professor of crimi-
nal justice, was awarded two grants from the 
Department of Justice totaling $550,000 to fund 
anti-gun and anti-gang initiatives throughout the 
Western Federal District of Michigan. 
Michael Wolfe, associate professor of psychol-
ogy, gave a presentation, "Age Differences in 
Reliance on Semantic Associations and Text 
Organization During Text Recall ," at the meet-
ing of the Experimental Psychology Society in 
Edinburgh , Scotland. He also gave a presenta-
tion, "Processing and Memory of Information 
Presented in Narrative or Expository Texts ," 
at the meeting of the Society for Text and 
Discourse in Glasgow, Scotland . 
David Stark, associate professor of history, 
wrote an article , "Rescued from their Invisibility: 
The Afro-Puerto Ricans of 17th- and 18th-
Century San Mateo de Cangrejos, Puerto Rico," 
published in the Americas. 
Institutional Marketing earned six awards from 
the 13th Annual Communicator Awards Print 
competition: five Awards of Distinction were 
given to the Grand Valley University Foundation 
Annual Report on Giving, presidential investi-
ture invitation , Diversity Directory, Lake Ontario 
Hall brochure and Asian Pacific American 
Celebration brochure; an honorable mention 
went to Grand Valley Magazine: The Best Of. 
Regional Math and Science Center staff mem-
bers Mary Ann Sheline and Karen Meyers 
gave a presentation, "Building Science Teacher 
Leaders," at the European Science Education 
Research Association International Conference in 
Malmo, Sweden . 
Hugh McGuire , assistant professor of comput-
ing and information systems, gave a presenta-
tion, "ProofBuilder, an Interactive Prover for 
Students , with Extensive Capabilities ," at the 
International Workshop on First-Order Theorem 
Proving in Liverpool. 
Craig Benjamin, assistant professor of history, 
gave a presentation , "The Intersection of Logic , 
Faith and Values in the Modern Creation Myth ," 
at the World History Association annual confer-
ence in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
Steve Glass , associate dean of the College of 
Interdisciplinary Studies , gave a presentation , 
"Sustainability and Changing University Culture 
and Curriculum," at the Sustainability in Practice 
International Conference at Kingston University, 
London . Co-authors were Norman Christopher , 
Elena Lioubimtseva and Wendy Wenner . 
